4/1/24, 12:19 AM Israel admits burning hundreds of people on 7 October | The Electronic Intifada
The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abuni...

@ THE ELECTRONIC INTIFADA

Israel admits burning hundreds of people on 7
October

Ali Abunimah (/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/people/ali-abunimah)
Rights and Accountability

(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/blog/rights-and-accountability)
17 November 2023

Israel has never explained how Palestinian fighters who crossed from Gaza on 7 October could

e

have caused mass destruction to Israeli homes, as seen here in Kibbutz Be'eri, with their light
weapons. There's mounting evidence that heavy, indiscriminate fire by Israeli forces killed
Palestinians and Israeli civilians alike. (Ziv Koren / Polaris)

On Thursday, MSNBC host Mehdi Hasan challenged
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HD-
yRuTasHU) Israeli government spokesperson Mark Regev about the many lies and false claims

that Israel has made to justify its genocidal bombing and invasion of Gaza.

While attempting to parry Hasan’s challenges, Regev told many more lies, trying to change the
subject and shift the blame for the horrifying toll away from Israel and onto Israel’s Palestinian
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victims.

But Regev made one admission whose significance neither Regev nor Hasan appears to have
recognized.

Regev was trying to make the point that Israel — supposedly unlike Hamas — can be trusted
because when Israel makes a mistake, it admits it.

Regev gave this example: “We originally said, in the atrocious Hamas attack upon our people on
October 7th, we had the number at 1,400 casualties and now we’ve revised that down to 1,200
because we understood that we’d overestimated, we made a mistake. There were actually bodies
that were so badly burnt we thought they were ours, in the end apparently they were Hamas
terrorists.”

Must be shared widely!
The question then is: who burned them?
The burned bodies that Israel used as an excuse to commit the genocide in Gaza were for

Palestinian fighters. pic.twitter.com/yo2bymiDIo
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://t.co/yo2bymiDIo)

— Ramy Abdu| sxe «!, (@RamAbdu) November 17, 2023

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://twitter.com/RamAbdu/status/1725466157166059949?
ref src=twsrc%5Etfw)

Earlier this month, Israel did in fact revise down
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-
east/israel-revises-death-toll-oct-7-hamas-attack-around-1200-2023-11-10/) the number of

Israelis it says were killed on 7 October to “around 1,200.”

Although it has offered no direct evidence, Israel has claimed

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-worse-

than-isis-its-atrocities-worst-since-holocaust-netanyahu-tells-biden/) that Hamas fighters

burned Israeli civilians en masse, in atrocities not seen since the Holocaust.

Israel has also never explained how Palestinians fighters could have achieved this or caused the
enormous damage to Israeli houses with only the light weapons they were generally seen

carrying.

It simply makes no sense that 200 bodies burned beyond recognition that Israel thought were
Israeli civilians could turn out to be Hamas fighters unless Israel killed people indiscriminately.

Obviously Hamas fighters did not set themselves on fire and burn themselves beyond
recognition. And Israel must know the circumstances in which these people died.
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Evidence Israel killed its own

Regev’s statement is a significant addition to the mounting evidence that on 7 October Israeli
forces went on a panicked rampage, firing wildly with powerful weapons, indiscriminately killing
both Palestinian fighters and the Israeli civilians who were with them.

That is the testimony of Yasmin Porat

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/content/israeli-

forces-shot-their-own-civilians-kibbutz-survivor-says/38861), an Israeli civilian who survived a

massacre by Israeli forces at Kibbutz Be’eri.

And the Israeli air force has admitted
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-
abunimah/shoot-everything-how-israeli-pilots-killed-their-own-civilians) that it sent up more
than two dozen attack helicopters which fired huge amounts of heavy cannon shells and Hellfire

missiles on 7 October, even though in many cases the pilots could not tell Palestinians apart from
Israeli civilians.

“Shoot at everything,” one squadron leader told his men.

Later in the Mehdi Hasan interview, Regev regurgitates the standard Israeli propaganda claim
that the civilian death toll in Gaza is so high because Hamas uses civilians as “human shields.”

Hasan challenges this with what he poses as a hypothetical question. He asks Regev: “Would you
bomb schools and houses in Israel if Hamas militants were believed to be under them and kill
Israeli human shields in the process?”

Hasan does not seem to realize that this is exactly what Israel did on and after 7 October, as
growing
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa-

winstanley/watch-video-about-7-october-youtube-doesnt-want-you-see) evidence

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://mondoweiss.net/2023/10/a-growing-

number-of-reports-indicate-israeli-forces-responsible-for-israeli-civilian-and-military-deaths-
following-october-7-attack/) indicates

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://thegrayzone.com/2023/10/27/israels-

military-shelled-burning-tanks-helicopters/).

Needless to say, Regev did not provide any meaningful answer.

Who killed Israeli-Canadian activist Vivian Silver?

The tragic death of Silver has been covered widely by Western media this week, while
appearing to sidestep mounting evidence that could implicate Israel's direct role in
it.https://t.co/FlgAFAeGmp
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://t.co/FlgAFAeGmp)

— Rabbi David Mivasair@ (@Mivasair) November 17, 2023
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://twitter.com/Mivasair/status/1725560835039195491?
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ref src=twsrc%s5Etfw)
Israel’s continued disregard for the lives of its own civilians has been amply demonstrated by its

carpet bombing of Gaza that is endangering
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https: //www.reuters.com/world/middle-
east/hamas-armed-wing-more-than-60-hostages-are-missing-due-israeli-airstrikes-2023-11-
04/) and killing
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-
east-67414353) Israeli and foreign citizens detained there.

Burned cars, burned bodies

It is also notable that graphic images of badly burned bodies in cars that Israel released in its
initial propaganda blitz after 7 October, bear a striking resemblance to the car of a Lebanese
family Israel shelled across the border in southern Lebanon on 6 November, killing three young
girls and their grandmother, and wounding their mother:

pic.twitter.com/Y2StDzd15V 7y NR 787 2917 20w ,7o0nn
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://t.co/Y2StDzd15V),

— Mendy Yahav (@MendyYahav) October 11, 2023
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://twitter.com/MendyYahav/status/17121771818775224932
ref src=twsrc%5Etfw)

Credibility: The Israeli army said it had targeted “a suspicious vehicle containing several
terrorists” The only people in the car were three girls, ages 14, 12, and 10, their
grandmother, and their mother. All were killed except the mother.
https://t.co/WQPjG89J8H
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://t.co/WQPjG89J8H),
pic.twitter.com/gVSMCsohv3
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/https://t.co/gVSMCsohv3)

— Kenneth Roth (@KenRoth) November 14, 2023

ref src=twsrc%s5Etfw)

Up until now, mainstream Western media — following the line from their governments — have
refused to challenge Israel’s increasingly threadbare claims about what happened on 7 October.

There needs to be a full, independent inquiry into what happened — something neither Israel nor
its American and European enablers are likely to demand or allow.

That is because there is already undeniable evidence — and Regev’s statement corroborates it —
that the leaders in Tel Aviv ordering the massacres of Palestinian civilians already had the blood
of many Israeli civilians on their hands even before the first bomb dropped on Gaza.

®»
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Operation Al-Agsa Flood
(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/operation-al-agsa-flood) Kibbutz
Be'eri (/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/kibbutz-beeri) Mark Regev
(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/mark-regev) Yasmin Porat
(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/yasmin-porat)

®) Comments

m terrorists
/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/30117é#comment-
301176)
S%_(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/301176 #comment-301176)

denny (https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/http: //www.freethinkio1.com/) replied
on Sat, 11/18/2023 - 21:09

The IDF, the Israeli settlers, Israeli special forces are the real terrorists here. Zionism is

terrorism.

thanks for the info
(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/30121é6#comment-
301216)

S_(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/301216 #comment-301216),
Neil Choi replied on Sun, 11/19/2023 - 08:51

thank for the info. it's good know know the truth of what went on.

m You might check out Caitlin
(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/301291#comment-

301291)
S_(/web/20240401051237/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/301291#comment-
301291) denny

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051237/http: //www.freethinkio1i.com/) replied on
Mon, 11/20/2023 - 13:16

You might check out Caitlin Johnstone's page on Substack .com. Up to date and brutally
honest. also, if you haven't already, check out the Palestine Chronicle. Up to date, current
news. Ali's page here is also excellent. His piece on Yasmin Porat is very important, she
revealed crucial info we all needed to see. Happy reading!
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